ASTM International Committee F38 on Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
F38 Vision, Mission and Guiding Principles:
F38 Vision: Safe, routine, integrated UAS operations in civil airspace through standardization.
F38 Mission: Produce practical consensus standards that facilitate integrated UAS operations at an acceptable level of safety.  These standards include the design, manufacture, test, maintenance and operation of unmanned aircraft systems as well as the training, qualification, and certification of personnel relevant to the UAS operation.  Committee F38 supports industry, academia, government organizations and regulatory authorities.

Guiding Principles: The F38 vision and mission are supported by guiding principles which find that:
a) Practical standards are a cost effective means of promoting commercial success,
b) Consensus processes protect the balance of interests among stakeholders,
c) Integrated operations, as opposed to segregated operations, provide the greatest societal benefit,
d) Consensus standards are better suited to maintain relevancy and currency for emerging technologies

Standards Roadmapping for Work Flow Evaluation
F38 uses a UAS standards roadmap that provides guidance for near-term, intermediate-term, and long-term standards work flow for the committee. The committee uses a systematic process to identify and prioritize “Gaps” involving UAS consensus standards. The Gap analysis is used by F38 to identify new standard development areas and prospective development opportunities. Every effort is made to align these gaps with the proposed Regulatory Frameworks from civil aviation authorities and the Demand Signals generated by the industry. Further priority for developing these standards is established by a number of other variables such as the available resources and/or the required technology readiness level. Consensus standards are the baseline foundation of technology specifications that allow international and national regulators a foundation upon which regulation and policy may be built leading to the safe integration of UAS into the civil airspace including the United States National Airspace System.  For further information, see www.astm.org/uav.htm. 
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