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	OVERVIEW

	ASTM International is taking a leading role in pursuing initiatives that recruit and develop young men and women capable of successfully navigating challenges and creating opportunities in the changing standards development landscape of the future. An essential pillar of this effort centers on university engagement, with a key component being the establishment of ASTM Student Chapters at selected institutions of higher learning with an aligned, sponsoring technical committee. The Chapters provide a unique forum for self-selected students with an expressed interest in voluntary consensus standards to further their interests with like-minded individuals under the mentorship of a faculty advisor and support of a technical committee. The initiative has surpassed expectations and yielded notable results across several metrics, to include emerging professional nominations, student memberships, full memberships on technical committees, and publications. Building on that success, the model is being further enhanced by embedding a structured standards-related curriculum into the monthly meetings throughout the academic year. During the curriculum module development process, the value of integrating experiential learning opportunities became clear, and there was an expressed desire to include a session that afforded an opportunity to: 1) bring all the ASTM Student Chapters across the globe together at one time and, 2) allow the student members to engage in a dialogue with ASTM International leadership on future challenges and opportunities that the students will inherit as future standards practitioners. An annual ASTM Student Chapter Town Hall was selected as an ideal forum to achieve these goals. 



	LEARNING OBJECTIVES

	1. Orient participating universities and student chapters to ASTM International’s Strategic Plan  
2. Introduce cross-cutting challenges and opportunities for standards development organizations being addressed by ASTM International leadership. Examples may include:
      A. Emerging and critical technologies such as AI
         1. Potential impacts on standards setting culture (e.g.: industry-led vs government-centric) 
         2. IP and copyright adaptations
         3. Navigating individual, country-specific strategies and concerns (e.g.: Europe’s AI Act and 
             White House’s Implementation Roadmap for the U.S. Government’s National Standards 
             Strategy for Critical and Emerging Technology (USG NSSCET)
      B. Perceived increase in politicization of standards development 
3. Highlight professional development programs for students to increase their role and participation in ASTM International (e.g.: Emerging Professionals Program, etc.)
4. Outline priority research gaps in the role and use of standards in the future 



	POTENTIAL TALKING POINTS

	The student members will receive some reading materials prior to the Town Hall as outlined in the below references section. The faculty advisors and student chapter presidents will consolidate a list of questions and forward to the ASTM panel members beforehand. That said, the intent is to allow for a free flowing dialogue in order to encourage critical thinking and meaningful discussion. The ASTM Panel members can choose to select one or all of the below topics given their expertise, comfort level, appetite for academic discussion, etc.   

1. ASTM International’s Strategic Plan: Our graduate student members who have also attended the ASTM Emerging Professionals Program have consistently pointed to the value of hearing the ASTM International Strategic Plan at the Board of Directors luncheon. The presentation provided them with strategic context and a long-range vision of the organization. More importantly, it touched on key challenges and initiatives that the students could encounter in the out years. The panel members may want to consider extracting designated elements of the strategic plan and present as an opening to the Town Hall.  

2. Future Challenges and Opportunities for the Standards Development Organization Community: Feedback from our FIU student chapter members indicates their desire to not only participate in the standards development process at the technical committee level (i.e.: the technical aspects related to developing a standard specification or testing practice), but they also have an intense drive to participate in the dialogue related to the future role of standards in an ever changing and dynamic landscape. For example, they are discussing from all angles the challenges and opportunities associated with how certain developments such as emerging technologies (e.g.: AI) impact and/or can be leveraged in the standards development world. Can AI improve the quality of a testing protocol much like it is being used to enhance the quality of a research proposal? Does that improvement out way the concerns associated with IP and copyright? If not, can we bring them closer to together by developing a balanced policy? Do business models for standards development organizations need to be modified to accommodate the realities of these transformative technologies much like other industries are doing? The ASTM panel may want to highlight some of the findings from the various working groups established by ASTM to investigate future challenges such as these.   

3. ASTM Workforce Development Programs and Opportunities: As highlighted throughout, the students in our various ASTM Student Chapters are self-selected with both an expressed interest in the technical use and development of standards for their respective disciplines and the strategic role of standards in making our world a better place. Their workforce development goals extend from improving their capabilities so they can successfully navigate the consensus standards process and be productive on technical committees to preparing for open positions in the broader SDO community at ASTM, ANSI, NIST, ISO, etc. The panel may discuss a few pathways that address both ends of this spectrum, from the Emerging Professionals Program and Officer Training Opportunities to job qualifications and/or specific skill sets needed at the SDO organizational level.  
4. Research Gaps Related to Standards: Most of the student chapter members incorporate standards extensively into their research projects, with many of them exploring different experimental designs and protocols to improve the status quo. Many have expressed a sincere interest to conduct research on behalf of the technical committee that may improve upon the status quo. For example, leveraging new techniques and equipment to improve the efficiency, accuracy and repeatability of a particular testing practice / method. The ASTM panel may want to engage the aligned technical committees and outline some high priority research areas that the students, particularly the graduate students, could take on board and integrate into their research endeavors. Additionally, ASTM and the larger SDO community may have research requirements or studies that, if conducted, could provide empirical data to support policy modifications or demonstrate the positive role of standards in facilitating the acceptance and diffusion of emerging technologies in a given industry. In other words, both “flavors” of research topics are of intense interest to any graduate student and particularly those in our ASTM Student Chapters.     



	RESOURCES, REFERENCES, AND MATERIALS

	1. FACT SHEET: Implementing the National Standards Strategy for Critical and Emerging Technology – The White House. 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/07/26/fact-sheet-implementing-the-national-standards-strategy-for-critical-and-emerging-technology/

2. Cross-cutting Issues Among Standards-Setting Bodies Explored in ANSI Conference: Synergies and Shared Interests in Standards
https://www.ansi.org/standards-news/all-news/2023/10/10-16-23-cross-cutting-issues-among-standards-setting-bodies-xplored-in-ansi-conference

3. Role of Standards in AI Governance
https://www.adalovelaceinstitute.org/blog/role-of-standards-in-ai-governance/





Page 2 of 3

image1.png
Aglb) ASTM INTERNATIONAL
I[ FIU Student Chapter

udi




