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Overview 

At present, there is no single reference available on flash point standards and their 
relationship to regulations controlling hazardous materials. This manual provides 
such information. In addition, it gives information on the relationship between var­
ious national and international regulations using flash point to define flammable 
liquids. 

During the last 15 years, there has been a continued major activity in regulations 
and flash point standards development worldwide to control the manufacturing, 
storage, shipment, and use of hazardous materials. With the advent of the U.S. Occu­
pational Safety and Health Administration's use of the closed-cup flash point appa­
ratus and the change in flash point method from the open to the closed-cup apparatus 
by the U.S. Department of Transptortation, U.S. industry was required to do extensive 
flash point testing. This has continued with the addition of regulations to control the 
environment and will continue with the change from open to closed-cup apparatus 
in the U.S. Consumer Safety Product Commission regulations. 

At present, efforts to make the United Nation's Recommendations on Transpor­
tation of Dangerous Goods the basis for worldwide standards and regulations are 
being considered. Thus, availability of information on worldwide standards and reg­
ulations becomes important. 

This volume includes the eight full ASTM flash point standard test methods and 
excerpts of all other ASTM flash point standard test methods and specifications with 
complete alphanumeric and date designations. Furthermore, all the ASTM flash point 
standard test methods and specifications with their volume numbers are listed in 
Chapter 2. 

Selected excerpts of regulations for control of flammable liquids as they apply to 
definitions, classification of, and exceptions to hazardous materials are quoted exactly. 
Those quoted are from the regulations of all U.S. Regulatory Agencies as specified in 
the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations and in the publications of the International 
Regulatory Bodies, such as the International Civil Aviation Organization and the 
International Maritime Organization. Although the open-cup method specified by the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) regulation is an old method, and since 
its use will be permitted even after the adoption of the closed-cup method, it is printed 
in its entirety. 

This guide is as complete as possible, but may contain omissions. As always, ASTM 
welcomes constructive comments. These can be directed to the Chairman of the ASTM 
Coordinating Committee for Flash Point and Related Properties, ASTM, 1916 Race 
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103. 

Harry A. Wray 
Editor 
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