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P R E F A C E

"What has once been published, is spoken
of as known, and it is too often forgotten
that rediscovery in the library may be a more
difficult and uncertain process than the first
discovery in the laboratory."

Lord Rayleigh, 1884

The retrieval problem is as real today as it was in Lord
Rayleigh's time. It has been estimated1 that not finding
published information costs the U. S. over a billion dollars
a year. The present volume is intended to provide basic
information for solution of this problem in a particular
area. Identification of the information by experts is an
important feature of the present work, and should be basic
to any successful retrieval system. A long-term project of
this kind requires for its fruition the energy and enthusiasm
of a leader—provided ably in this instance by Chairman
Walter S. Hyler.

R. E. PETERSON
1 Fortune, Vol. 62, No. 3, Sept., 1960.
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