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F O R E W O R D

The First Edition of this Guide was the composite work of many
people who contributed a great deal of time to the discussion and writ-
ing of the text under the guidance of Task Group Leader, F. B. Stulen.
A major portion of the statistical section was written by Miss Mary N.
Torrey. George R. Gohn not only contributed to the discussion and plan-
ning, but also edited and arranged for the printing of the advance copies
of the text. The coordination of contributions and discussions was done by
H. N. Cummings. Appreciable contributions to the statistical parts of the
Guide were also made by D. H. Shaffer. In addition to the above, R. E.
Peterson, H. F. Dodge, D. P. Gaver, R. Hooke, W. T. Lankford, R. B.
Murphy, W. C. Schulte, P. R. Toolin, and M. B. Wilk contributed to the
discussions at various conferences.

The original Task Group was organized under the leadership of J. T.
Ransom, and a first rough draft was prepared in 1954 and revised in 1955.
Other contributors to these drafts were E. W. Ellis, W. T. Lankford, F. A.
McClintock, R. E. Peterson, E. H. Schuette, F. B. Stulen, and E. J. Ward.
In 1956, F. B. Stulen became Leader of the Task Group and the Guide was
completed under his direction.

Upon the formation of Subcommittee VI on the Statistical Aspects of
Fatigue, this subcommittee was asked to review the First Edition and to
make any revisions necessary to bring the Guide up to date. As a result
of this study, extensive revisions have been made in various sections as
printed in this Second Edition. They include: (1) revisions in the definitions
(Section II) and their separate publication as ASTM Tentative Definitions
E 206,1 (2) an expansion of Section IV on the number of test specimens,
(3) changes in Section V on tests of significance, and (4) the preparation
of a new section, Appendix IV, on the use of the Weibull distribution func-
tion for fatigue Me.

This work was carried out by four Task Groups headed by S. M. Marco,
H. E. Frankel, Miss M. N. Torrey, and C. A. Moyer, respectively. Others
who assisted in the preparation of the Second Edition were W. N. Findley,
R. A. Heller, J. H. K. Kao, H. N. Cummings, W. S. Hyler, B. Ruley, and
G. R. Gohn, Chairman of Subcommittee VI.

1 Definitions of Terms Relating to Fatigue Testing and the Statistical Analysis of Fatigue Data
(E 206), 1962 Supplement to Book of ASTM Standards, Part 3.
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NOTE.—The Society is not responsible, as a body, for the statements
and opinions advanced in this publication.
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