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Foreword

This publication, Fracture Mechanics: 25th Volume, contains papers presented at the 25th
National Symposium on Fracture Mechanics: New Trends in Fracture Mechanics, held in Beth-
lehem, Pennsylvania on 28 June through 1 July 1993. The symposium was sponsored by ASTM
Committee E-8 on Fatigue and Fracture. Dr. Fazil Erdogan of Lehigh University in Bethlehem,
PA presided as symposium chairman and is the editor of the resulting publication.
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Overview

The origin of fracture mechanics as it is understood today goes back to Griffith’s work on
the fracture of glass in the 1920’s. After a rather long lapse, the field was revived in the 40’s
and 50’s. During this period some key contributions to the physical understanding and analytical
modeling of the phenomenon of fracture were made by Sneddon, Rivlin, and Thomas and,
particularly, by Irwin and his coworkers. Irwin’s work was motivated by some well-known
and costly failures of ships, aircraft, storage tanks, and other engineering structures due to
brittle fracture. Despite the apparent success of the techniques proposed by Irwin in explaining
many of these spectacular failures, the acceptance of fracture mechanics as a design and main-
tenance tool by the engineering community was rather slow in coming. Perhaps not surprisingly,
the pioneers in the application of this new technology were the aircraft manufacturers, specif-
ically, the Boeing Company. These early applications demonstrated that the fracture mechanics
parameters may be used quite effectively to model fatigue crack growth and fracture instability
in some critical aircraft components. As a consequence, fracture mechanics as a field of research
started to attract widespread attention in applied mechanics and materials engineering com-
munities and the field started to grow very rapidly in the early 60’s. It was then felt that a
regular forum was needed to present and discuss new ideas and new applications, and to
exchange views on the subject periodically; hence, the idea of a national symposium on fracture
mechanics. The first few of these symposia were organized by Professor P. C. Paris and were
held at Lehigh University. In 1971, ASTM, through its Committee E-24 on Fracture Testing,
recognized the importance of the field and assumed the responsibility for sponsoring and or-
ganizing the symposia. With few exceptions, the symposium has been an annual affair. After
the reorganization of the committee structure at ASTM, Committee E-8 on Fatigue and Fracture
is now providing the necessary guidance for the organization of the symposium. Even though
the annual meeting has been called the National Symposium, from the beginning there has
always been some participation from abroad. In recent years such participation has been openly
encouraged by ASTM. Thus, of the 45 articles published in this volume, 14 are contributed by
scientists and engineers from nine foreign countries.

Fracture mechanics is a very young field and is very much in the development stage. The
main purpose of the National Symposium on Fracture Mechanics is, therefore, to provide an
open forum for the presentation of new ideas, new developments, and new applications. Also,
interest in the subject is very broad and is still growing. Partly because of this, in recent years
it has become customary to adopt a theme for each symposium. The emphasis in selecting the
papers for presentation at this symposium was on new trends in fracture mechanics research.
The topics covered included fracture mechanics of ceramics, interface fracture, and new testing
methods, as well as new developments in inelastic fracture, fatigue, and computational and
analytical techniques. Thus, the contributions vary from basic research in micromechanics of
interfaces and of transformation toughening in ceramics to the applications of some of the
advanced techniques to aging aircraft. Forty-five papers selected for publication in this volume
are divided into six categories and are presented in six sections. There are some papers that
could be placed in more than one category and, hence, in some cases an arbitrary selection had
to be made. Following is a brief description of research presented in each section. The material
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presented in this volume is intended to benefit those scientists and engineers involved in doing
cutting edge research in various aspects of fracture mechanics as well as the engineers interested
in the application of fracture mechanics to actual design problems.

Fracture Mechanics of Ceramics

In such advanced technologies as high speed civil transport and advanced gas turbines, at
the operating temperatures contemplated, the use of metal alloys will not be feasible. For
example, in large natural gas fired stationary turbines currently in service with 1260°C rotor
inlet temperature, the lower heating value plant efficiency has been demonstrated to be around
54%. It is estimated that with cycle innovations and certain changes in design and materials,
it is possible to raise the efficiency to 60%. This, however, requires raising the rotor inlet
temperature to well over 1400°C which would, in turn, necessitate the development and use of
new high-temperature materials and coatings. In this and other high-temperature applications
the use of structural ceramics and ceramic matrix composites is, therefore, becoming an absolute
necessity. Because of the nature of the material, cracking and spallation in ceramics and ceramic
coatings have always been a problem. One needs to understand the factors causing surface
cracking and spallation, and develop mechanisms to improve the corresponding material tough-
ness. The papers in this section address various aspects of the fracture phenomenon in structural
ceramics. In studying the transformation toughening of ceramics in the neighborhood of a crack
tip, the dilational component of the strain field is assumed to play the dominant role. The first
paper in this section considers the role of transformation-induced shear strains on the stability
of crack growth.

Generally, the critical factors controlling the strength of ceramic components are known to
be surface imperfections and residual compressive stresses that result from processing. The
second paper in this section investigates these factors by using a new technique to determine
the microstrains and an X-ray diffraction technique to determine the residual stresses. In the
third paper, the crack extension resistance curve (R-curve) behavior of sintered Al,0,/ZrO,
ceramic is investigated by using various standard cracked specimens with long cracks and small
indentation cracks. The results show specimen dependence of the R-curve and the importance
of crack-bridging on toughness. In the fourth paper, a generalized three-dimensional Dugdale-
Barenblatt cohesive zone model is developed for short-rod specimens and the influence of the
specimen size in toughness measurements is investigated. The results demonstrate the appli-
cability of small specimens with inelastic correction to toughness measurements in ceramics.
The fifth paper presents some analytical results for an elliptic cavity or a crack problem in
piezoelectric ceramics. The material is known to deform under electric voltage and, conversely,
generate an electric charge when subjected to mechanical load. These properties make piezo-
ceramics quite attractive for applications in adaptive structures and in a broad variety of in-
strumentations. The final paper in this section deals with the question regarding the difference
between initiation and arrest values of the strain energy release rate in hot-pressed silicon nitride
subjected to stable crack growth. A new statistical model is used to study the variabilities in
the critical crack length, initiation and arrest values of energy release rates, and the length of
dynamic crack increments.

Interface Fracture

Nine papers presented in this section deal with the general problem of fracture mechanics
of interfaces and interfacial zones in bonded dissimilar materials and cover a broad range of
topics from bicrystals to adhesively bonded T-peel joints. In the first paper, the dependence of
interfacial cracking on the nature of loading in Cu and Fe-Si alloy bicrystals and in metal/
sapphire bimaterial systems is studied. The directionality of interface cracking and the effect
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of loading phase angle are explained by considering the dislocation emission from the crack
tip, the interface decohension, and the asymmetric orientation of the slip planes relative to the
interface. The second paper is a theoretical investigation of the effect of remote mode mix as
characterized by the elastic far field stress state on the interfacial fracture toughness. A steadily
growing plane-strain crack in a ductile material is considered. The material is assumed to be
characterized by J, flow theory of plasticity with linear hardening. The next two papers present
a micromechanical approach for studying the influence of the structure of fiber matrix interfacial
zone on the fracture behavior of reinforced composites. In the thrid paper, epoxy-resin com-
posites containing unidirectional Kevlar and carbon fibers with a thin layer of thermoplastic
(polyvinyl alcohol) coating is considered. The results show a 100% improvement in transverse
impact fracture toughness compared to uncoated fibers without significant losses in strength
and interlaminar toughness. A shear-lag model is used to analyze the problem. In the fourth
paper the fibers were coated either by low-modulus/low-glass transition temperature 7T, resin,
or high-modulus/high T, resin, or left uncoated, and the influence of this tailored interfacial
region with different T, on the micromechanical behavior, specifically on microcracking of the
composite, is investigated.

The following four papers present a variety of analytical results in bonded dissimilar mate-
rials including the effect of material orthotropy, the singular behavior of the stress state at the
intersections of free boundaries and interfaces, relative properties of the layers on the strain
energy release rate for interface cracks under thermal loading, three-dimensional effects, and
the effect of specimen geometry and loading conditions. The last paper in this section discusses
the results of finite element solution of a symmetric T-peel joint consisting of aluminum ad-
herents and epoxy adhesive of finite thickness or weld-bonded adherents.

New Techniques

This section presents some new experimental methods and application of the known standard
techniques in novel applications. A nonintrusive method of measuring surface and subsurface
stresses is outlined in the first paper. The method is based on the piezo-spectroscopic effect in
optical fluorescence and provides high accuracy stress measurements with spatial resolution of
the order of one micron. The method is demonstrated by measuring the residual stresses in
sapphire fiber-reinforced y-TiAl or a-/Ti matrices. In the second paper, the microindentation
cracking technique is used to demonstrate the feasibility of fabricating a superconducting Jo-
sephson junction. Various other applications of microindentation cracking are also discussed
in the paper. The third paper outlines a novel technique of crack healing by releasing certain
chemicals that are carried in the hollow fibers into the cracks in the matrix. The next paper
presents the results for crack kinking in concrete specimens under dynamic mixed-mode loading
obtained from transient moire interferometry and dynamic finite element solution. Similarly,
the last paper uses the method of dynamic photoelasticity to study a modified Charpy specimen
for measuring lower-bound toughness.

Inelastic Fracture

Nine papers presented in this section are concerned with the type of fracture problems which
may generally be classified under inelastic fracture. In the first paper, the analytical details of
a two-parameter description of crack tip stress field in elastic-plastic materials are given. The
finite element results for a single-edge cracked specimen under tension are discussed in detail.
The stress field is characterized in terms of the J integral and the amplitude of the second term
of the elasto-plastic asymptotic stress field, The two-term asymptotic stress field is shown to
provide an accurate description of the spatial and temporal variation of the crack-tip stresses
in creeping solids. The next paper in this section presents a hierarchical scheme for modeling
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the ductile damage in solids. The third paper discusses the results of dynamic tensile and
instrumented impact tests. The paper also shows the comparison of the computational results
obtained by simulating the problem by using two different strain-rate dependent microme-
chanical models. The results seem to indicate that the deformation and fracture behavior of
Charpy-V and single edge notched bending specimens can be evaluated by using the parameters
determined from dynamic tensile and static fracture tests. In the fourth paper, the critical crack
tip opening angle (CTOA) is incorporated into a two-dimensional finite element method and
used as the fracture criterion to study ductile fracture propagation in thin sheets of aluminum
alloys. Rather good agreement is obtained between the experimental and calculated results
concerning the load line displacement and crack extension as function of applied load.

The next three papers in this section are concerned with the application of the J integral to
ductile fracture of structural components of various geometries and crack configurations. The
eighth paper also discusses the application of the J integral to fracture of ice. The last paper
presents the results of a probabilistic study of cleavage fracture of ferritic steels in the transition
region.

Fatigue and Fracture

Eight papers appearing in this section deal with some fundamental work and practical ap-
plications of fatigue crack growth and fracture in engineering materials. The first paper con-
siders the subcritical growth of *‘shear cracks’” in large grain 7029 aluminum alloy under mixed
mode cyclic loading. It is shown that the resolved shear stress intensity factor calculated in
terms of K, K;;, and Ky; is a highly effective correlation parameter for the fatigue crack growth
rate where the cracking is due primarily to shear decohesion. The second paper revisits the
concept of the crack closure problem in fatigue and discusses its role and significance. The
experimental results presented seem to indicate that the effect of oxides and asperities on the
crack closure is greater than that of plasticity and, generally, the importance of crack closure
in fatigue studies is overemphasized. The third paper presents systematic results for constant
and variable amplitude fatigue crack growth results in aluminum-lithium alloys 2090-T8E41
and 8090-T8771 and investigates the effect of roughness induced crack closure.

The fourth and fifth papers discuss the results of fatigue crack growth and fracture experi-
ments in some large-scale structural elements. In the fourth paper, 8 m long cellular box beams
simulating a double-hull ship were tested under four-point bending. An interesting feature of
the results was that cracks 1500 mm or more in total length still grew in a stable manner
showing remarkable fracture resistance of boxes made of high-strength and high-toughness
steels. In the fifth paper, the effect of welding discontinuities on the variability of fatigue life
is studied. The next two papers deal with the application of some advanced fracture mechanics
techniques to aging aircraft. The last paper in this section discusses a novel technique used for
dynamic rip-arrest characterization of heat-treated low-alloy steels.

Computational and Analytical Techniques

The first two papers in this section present some analytical results for various flaw interaction
problems for a half plane. The remaining papers deal with the application two- and three-
dimensional finite element methods to various fracture mechanics problems.

Fazil Erdogan

Lehigh University
Symposium Chairman
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