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Foreword 

The Symposium on Characterization and Properties of Ultra-High Molecular Weight 
Polyethylene was held 19 Nov. 1996 in New Orleans, Louisiana. Committee F4 on Medical 
and Surgical Materials and Devices sponsored the symposium. R. A. Gsell, Zimmer, Inc., 
presided as symposium chairman and H.L. Stein, Hoechst Celenese Corp., and J.J. 
Ploskonka, Westlake Plastics, presided as symposium cochairmen. All are editors of this 
publication. 
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