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Editorial 

The Changing of the Grrad 

Alan Wowenden-It is six years since I became the first Tech- 
n~ca l  Editor of the Journal of Tesring and Evaluurion (JOTE). 
Now with the May 1992 issue we have the changing o f  the guard 
a\ Donald Petersen becomes the new Technical Ed~ to r .  D r .  Pe- 
t r r w n  is a technical consultant with Greenleaf Associates i n  Mid- 
land. MI, and is a Fellow of the American lnstitute o f  Chem~sts. 
As a founding member o f  the Editorial Board o f  JOTE. Don 
has k e n  a mainstay i n  helping me to  guide the policies and 
operations o f  the Journal. He  has a wide knowledge of science 
and engineering. I have every confidence that he will perform 
the duties as Editor with skill and thoroughness. 

The six years of my tenure as Editor have flown past. Truly 
i t  i\ a case of rempw fugit. A s  is typcal with so man): o f  us when 
wr undertake an onerous task. I was full o f  grand ideas-some 
practical and some rathcr far-fetched-for the improvement of 
the quality o f  the Journal. Let me point out that without the 
hackup o f  the ASTM staff and the Echtoriat Board Members no 
progress would have been made. I t  has given me tremendous 
inspiration to work with such a group o f  people from n wide 
range of backgrounds. and I am very grateful i o  I hem. I f  I rnen- 
tlon some names i n  showing my appreciatjon. i t  1s to he noted 
that the list ts not exhaustive and any omissions are a fault o f  
my memory. The enthusiastic staff members of ASTM are a 
pleasure to work with. 1 have enjoyed interactions with Karhv 
Dernoga. Janet Schroeder. and Susan Gebremedhin i n  t heir 
managerial positions; with Bette Grugan and Barbara Stafford 
In f heir t i re las day-to-day duties tracking the incoming manu- 
x.rlpt\. the assigning o f  reviewers. the pesterinpof late reviewers. 

and other tasks; with Al lan Kleinherg i n  his deft editing o f  galley 
proofs and juggling o f  deadlines for publication: w ~ t h  Phil Lively 
for hts experience in market surveys uf readers and potential 
readers o f  the Journal: and with several members o f  the 
ASTM Committee on Publications. including M e s ~ s .  Perrin and 
Mordfin. 

The Members o f  the Editorial Board have provided me w ~ t h  
baluahk ideas and suggestions for the improvement of the Jour- 
nal. With a multidisciplinary Journal, i t  has been esxn t~a l  to 
draw on the expertise of colleagues from a w ~ d e  vartetv of dls- 

ciplines. lnddcd. the Members represent chemists. physicists, 
statisticians. m a g e r s ,  and engneers o f  all kinds. I n  keeping 
with the i n t m t i o n a l  flavor o f  the Journal. the Board M c r n k n  
hail from swcd countries around the world. Many of the Mcm- 
bers have deoced considerabk time and expense to  perform 
their duties & t o  come to the semi-annual meetings of tbe 
Board. usualty held at ASTM Headquarten. Several Members 
operated by amrspondence because o f  the long distances in- 
volved. I t W  al l  the Members of the Editorial Board for their 
help and pa-. 

Some of  tk obvious changes in JOTE are readily apparent. 
For exampk, tbe color o f  the cover has been changed ( d m i -  
cally) and t k  format of the cover has been altered (slightly). I n  
additlon to  tkc regular papers published in the Journal. there 
has been an citort l o  increase the number of Technical Notes, 
Ihruss~ons.  4 Book Reviews. Although the majority at papers 
on testing and evaluation have focussed on mechanical proper- 
ties. we have w c n  a broadening o f  the spectrum to inclu&.ppcrs 
on medical, bdopca l .  and statistical topcs. These papers vhich 
add diversity to the content o f  the JOTE have been particularly 
welcome. 

The cont inwd success of JOTE has been due in  large part to 
the many cosbibutors of manuscripts from around the workl. 
The steady arcam of  incoming papers has received prompt at- 
tention from tbc ASTM staff. from me, and from our anonymous 
reviewers. We b e  strived to keep the turn-around timc (&tc 
of rccelpr to  drtc o f  publication) to  9 months. Most of the re- 
viewers have been prompt. and their efforts are much apprrcS- 
ated; some &wets needed p r d i n g  and their efforts. amid 
heavy w o r t  M. are also recognized. A certain peramage of 
the cont nbu- experienced the somewhat harsh scrutiny dour 
reviewing sydnn and have not been deterred from subsequent 
contributions the Journal. 

After six yems as Editor. I feel that a change i n  leaderskip for 
JOTE has muy advantages. My stamina and creativity have been 
tested. and m y  be reaching the point o f  diminishrng re turn .  1 
intend to cosLinl~ my affiliation with the Journal by being an 
Editorial B d  Member. Don Petersen has my best wishes. 
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confidence, and suppat for the continued success of tbe Journal 
of Testing and E m n .  

Donald R. P d m e ~ - I  know I have taken on a c b d b p n g  
task in assuming the technical editorship of the I d d J T c f l i n g  
and Evaluation. F m t e l y .  JOTE has an em- Editorial 
Board in place to grridt its policies and a capable a d  &d 
team at ASTM b c a k p r t e r s  to assist in'its pMiewmh. 

There is a listing d the editorial objective of JOTE on the 
title page. and I collarcnd them to your ancntioa. OIK is the 
stimulation of new kkas in the fields of testing and cnlution, 
and as Editor I w d  hope to emphasize this put#rhrty. 

While JOTE is a "multidisciplinary forum for appkd sciences 

and engineering." too few of our hundred and thirtyaid tech- 
nical d t c e s  contribute their work for publication. Our breadth 
of coverage must be expanded. and I will strive for this during 
my editorship. 

. Alan Wolfenden has served as a remarkably able Technical 
-tor during his tenure. We thank him and congratulate him 
on his exemplary service. 

1 look forward to working with the members of the Editoral 
Board. with the ASTM ptofessional staff, and with you, our 
readen and authors, in maintaining the high level of the Journal 
of Testing and Evaluation. 


