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Call for Papers 

Symposium on Superfund Risk Assessment in Soil 
Contamination Studies 

Papers are invited for a Symposium on Superfund Risk As- 
sessment in Soil Contamination Studies sponsored by ASTM 
Committee D-18 on Soil and Rock and the U.S. Army Envi- 
ronmental Hygiene Agency. The symposium will be held 30-31 
Jan. 1992 in New Orleans, Louisiana in conjunction with the 26- 
30 Jan. 1992 standards development meetings of Committee D- 
18. 

The objective of this symposium is to present the current En- 
vironmental Protection Agency (EPA)-approved methodology 
and state-of-the-art modification to handle the frequently oc- 
curring site specific and real life problems in assessing the risk 
of hazardous waste sites. 

Original papers which represent innovative approaches to top- 
ics listed below are solicited: 

Data Validation 

• Determination of the number of samples 
• Background determination 
• Tests of significance above background 

Data Reduction 

• Choice of contaminants of concern 
• Handling of non-detections 
• Handling tentatively identified compounds 
• Laboratory contaminants versus actual contaminant 
• Geometric versus arithmetic means 

Toxicity Assessment 

• Assessing toxicity without data 
• Assessing toxicity without EPA multipliers 
• Estimating cancer potency and reference doses 
• Assessing animal to human safety factors 

Risk Characterization 

• Choice of intake models and assumptions 
• Choice of worst case contaminant level 

• Estimating soil ingestion 
• The use of a shower model 
• Reasonable versus unreasonable scenarios 
• Estimating fugitive dust and vapor exposure without air sam- 

piing data 
• Relationships between groundwater/surface water 
• Estimating risk to non-human receptors 

The symposium will be organized into four sessions concerning 
the topics outlined above. The papers selected for presentation 
will be 15 to 20 minutes in duration. Each session may also 
include an informal poster session presentation. 

Prospective authors are requested to submit a title, a 300 to 
500 word abstract, and the ASTM Paper Submittal Form below 
by January 25, 1991 to Dorothy Savini, Symposia Operations, 
ASTM, 1916 Race Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103-1187, Tele- 
phone: 215/299-5413. Additional Paper Submittal Forms are 
available from Ms. Savini or from the symposium chairmen. 

A Special Technical Publication (STP) based on the sympo- 
sium proceedings is anticipated by ASTM. Main authors will 
receive a complimentary copy of the volume(s) containing their 
papers. The main author is the author corresponding with the 
ASTM publications staff. All published authors may purchase 
reprints of the papers at cost. Authors will be notified of their 
acceptance for presentation by March 15, 1991 by the symposium 
chairmen. 

Final manuscripts for the STP based on this symposium are 
due by November 29, 1991. This deadline will be rigidly enforced. 
All papers not submitted to ASTM by this deadline will not be 
accepted for the STP, these papers may be forwarded to the 
appropriate ASTM journal to be considered for publication. Pa- 
pers will be approved through the ASTM peer review process 
for inclusion in the STP even if presentation at the symposium 
is not possible. ASTM may print and distribute accepted abstracts 
with the approval of the symposium chairman. 

More information is available from Symposium Chairmen 
Keith Hoddinott, U.S. Army Environmental Agency, AITN:  
HSHB-ME-SE, Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD 21010-5422, 
301/671-2953; and William P. McKinnell, West Hasmet Corp., 
7670 South Vaughn Ct., No. 200, Englewood, CO 80112, 303/ 
792-2535. 
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Note to Authors 
Many authors who prepare papers or technical notes for the ASTM 

Geotechnical Testing Journal are not cognizant of the distinction between 
the words sample and specimen. When preparing material for the Journal, 
authors should be especially sensitive to correct usage of these words. To 
promote uniformity and to make the editorial process more efficient, the 
following definitions are presented. 

DEFINITIONS 

Sample--A representative portion of a whole; a small segment or quantity 
taken as evidence of the character of an entire group or lot. For geo- 
technical work, a sample is the material taken in the field as representative 
of a given soil or rock strata, deposit, or area. Samples are often shipped 
to a laboratory for study. 

SpecimenwA particular single item, part, aspect, or incident that is typical 
and indicative of the nature, character, or quality of others in the same 
class or group (sample). A unit, as of a mineral, a soil, or a rock core, 
that is deliberately selected for examination or study and is usually chosen 
as typical of its kind. A portion of material for use in testing. Again, for 
geotechnical work, a specimen is a representative part or portion of the 
larger sample, and individual specimens are prepared for laboratory test- 
ing. 

L. David Suits Elected Chairman of ASTM's 
Committee on Geosynthetics 

L. David Suits, employed by the New York State Department 
of Transportation (NYSDOT) in Albany, will serve as Chairman 
of Committee D-35 on Geosynthetics. He will lead the 229 mem- 
ber standards-writing committee for a two-year term. 

Committee D-35 is concerned with the formulation of test 
methods, specifications, guides, practices, and terminology deal- 
ing with geosynthetics. This would include, but not limit, appli- 
cations such as roadway stabilization and repair, erosion control, 
and soil damage and reinforcement. 

Suits earned his B.S. and M.S. degrees from Clarkson Uni- 
versity in 1967 and 1969. Employed by NYSDOT for 22 years, 
he has been overseeing projects which include model testing 
designed to develop department specifications for underdrain 
filter material. He is also involved with investigating the constant 
rate of strain consolidation testing, triaxial extension testing, and 
resilient modulus testing. 

A resident of Albany, Suits received ASTM's Award of Merit 
in 1986. He is also a member of the Transportation Research 
Board, the International Geosynthetics Society, and the North 
American Geosynthetics Society. 

Committee D-35 on Geosynthetics is one of 134 ASTM tech- 

nical committees. Organized in 1898, ASTM (American Society 
for Testing and Materials) is one of the largest voluntary stan- 
dards development systems in the world. 

ASTM European Ol~ce Opened in England 

In order to better serve its European members, ASTM opened 
an office in Hertfordshire, England, on May 1, 1990. 

The new office will serve to improve communication between 
ASTM's European members and ASTM Headquarters in Phil- 
adelphia. The office will answer questions about ASTM, coor- 
dinate symposia and standards technology training courses held 
in Europe, and provide rooms for standards development meet- 
ings. 

Bill Keeshan will serve as office manager. Inquiries can be 
addressed to him at the ASTM European Office, 27-29 Knowl 
Piece, Wilbury Way, Hitchin, Herts SG4 0SX, England, Tele- 
phone: 0462 437933, FAX: 0462 433678, Telex: 825684 ATPG. 

Organized in 1898, ASTM (American Society for Testing and 
Materials) is one of the largest voluntary standards development 
systems in the world. 
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Note  to Authors  

A new author-date reference style has been instituted for the Geotech- 
nical Testing Journal beginning in 1991. Authors who prepare papers for 
GTJ should be cognizant of the new style. Authors' names and publication 
dates are cited in the text. An alphabetical list of all cited references is 
placed at the end of the article. 

The writer of the article must check that all references have at least 
one text citation and that all text citations are traceable to a complete 
reference. Lengthy strings of numerous works within one text citation 
cannot be accommodated in this reference system since they disrupt the 
continuity of the text. 

TEXT CITATION STYLE 
1. The basic form in the author-date system consists of the last name 

of an author and the publication year as follows: 

(Jenkins 1980) 

Two authors are handled as follows: 

(Jenkins and Smith 1982) 

Use et al. for three or more authors: 

(Jenkins et al. 1969) 

2. "Author" in this reference system is defined as the name under which 
the work is alphabetized in the list of works cited at the end of the 
article. Thus "author" may refer to an editor, compiler, or an orga- 
nization as well as an individual author or group of authors. Anony- 
mous is not an acceptable designator for the author of a referenced 
work. If authorship cannot be determined, an article is listed under its 
title, and a short title is used in the citation. 

3. The citation is usually set off in parentheses just before a mark of 
punctuation, but it can be handled as part of the sentence. Both styles 
are illustrated below: 

The test was carried out successfully (Carter 1980). 

Carter (1980) carried out a successful test. 

4. Two works by the same author in the same year are set up with letters 
as designators as follows: 

(Kelly 1986a, 1986b) 

The publication dates in the full reference list must then be keyed to 
1986a and 1986b by the writer of the article. 

5. Several works by one author in different years are handled as follows: 

(Kelly 1982, 1985, 1988) 

6. Several works by different authors are handled as follows: 

(Light 1980; Wong 1982; Smith 1985) 

7. When an article or book has no individual author, editor, or compiler 
named and is sponsored by a corporation, government agency, asso- 
ciation, or other named group, use the name of the sponsor as the 
author's name in both the text reference and the alphabetical reference 
list. If the whole name is long and cumbersome, abbreviate it to a 
manageable size within the text citation but make sure that the ab- 
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onfinued 

breviated form is easily traceable to the full reference. For example: 

Composites Research Institute and Materials Structural Analysis So- 
ciety, 1989, Composites for Small Aircraft Applications, University 
of Pennsylvania Press, Philadelphia, PA, pp. 25-30. 

Citation would be (Composites Research Institute 1989). 

ALPHABETICAL REFERENCE LIST STYLE 

All cited author references are listed alphabetically by the last name of 
the first author at the end of each paper. Please see definitions of "author" 
in the text citation above. Each reference must be complete containing 
sufficient information for the reader to locate the cited source. For the 
reader's convenience, the year of publication is placed immediately after 
the author's name. If there is more than one article by the same author, 
list the references for that author chronologically from earliest to most 
recent work. References for books and periodicals are illustrated below. 

Books: 
Last names and initials of all authors, year of publication, "title of the 

paper," title of the book, publisher's full name, publisher's location, 
inclusive page numbers. 

Periodicals: 

Last names and initials of all authors, year of publication, "title of the 
paper," full title of the periodical (do not abbreviate), volume, number, 
inclusive page numbers. 
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ASTM Committee D-18 on Soil and Rock 

Scope Officers 

The promotion of knowledge; stimulation of research; the devel- 
opment of specifications and methods for sampling and testing; 
and the development of nomenclature, definitions, and practices 
relating to the properties and behavior of soil, rock, and the fluids 
contained therein. Excluded are the uses of rock for building stone 
and for constituent materials in portland cement and bituminous 
paving and structures coming under the jurisdiction of other com- 
mittees. Included are the properties and behavior of: soil-like ma- 
terials such as peats and related organic materials, and fluids oc- 
cupying the pore spaces, fissures and other voids in soil and rock 
insofar as such fluids may influence the properties, behavior and 
uses of the soil and rock materials. 

The area of interest of the Committee is the testing of soil, rock 
and such materials that may be intimately associated with soil and 
rock. It will be the policy of this Committee to avoid, insofar as 
possible, dealing with methods of design of engineering structures 
and all those features of general practice in the use of soil and rock 
which may not involve the development of standards. It will, how- 
ever, be considered within the scope of the Committee's work to 
promote by every desirable means the close cooperation of other 
organizations and committees whose field of endeavor is closely 
allied to that of soil and. rock testing. 

Chairman: R. S. Ladd, Woodward-Clyde Consultants, Clifton, NJ 
07012. 
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