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Cover. Boron/aluminum struts installed in the mid-fuselage of a NASA Space Shuttle Orbiter. In all, 243
B/Al tubes serve as main frame and rib truss struts, frame stabilizing braces, and support struts for the nose
landing gear drag brace. These composite struts exceed all performance requirements for the Orbiter applica-
tion. They also provide a weight savings of 145 kg-—a 44% weight reduction—over the original concept based
on aluminum alloy extrusions. (See page 3 for more details.)

Copyright © 1979 by ASTM International

www.astm.org



The purpose of Composites Technology Review is rapid collection and dissemination of new, important in-
formation in all areas of composites technology. Emphasis is placed on composites technology (e.g., test stan-
dards development) that bridges the gap between the R&D community and industry. Newsworthiness to a
substantial part of the technical community is another key criterion that will be used to determine the accep-
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