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Foreword and Acknowledgments 

This manual was developed to provide guidelines for selecting and train- 
ing members of discriminative and/or descriptive sensory evaluation panels. 
These recommended procedures do not apply to acceptance or preference 
panels in which the objective is to assess consumer response. These proce- 
dures may be applied to discriminative and descriptive test methods that use 
the human senses--taste, sight, touch, hearing, and smell--as measuring 
devices. 

The manual represents eight years of cooperative effort among the 
members of ASTM Committee E-l 8 on Sensory Evaluation of Materials and 
Products. Task Group E18.03.10, of Subcommittee E18.03 on Preparation 
of Recommended Practices, is particularly proud of this much-needed publi- 
cation. Major contributors to the publication include Fred Bertram, Gaii 
Civille, Arye Dethmers, Pat Dougherty, Betty Dunbar, Barbara Eckelmeyer, 
Jackie Erhardt, Ellen Gibb, Lincoln Henderson, Bob Hootman, Dan Knopf, 
Brenda Lyon, Carolyn McCord, Adrian Pearson, Pattie Prell, Kathy Prezi- 
osi, Linda Radtke, June Reaume, Joel Sidel, Elaine Skinner, Jeanne 
Speight, Howard Stemple, Fred Sullivan, Louise Tanno, Suzanne Whitlock, 
Kay Zook, and Jeanne Eggert and Nancy Rodriguez, cochairmen of Task 
Group E18.03.10. Other members of Committee E-18 have also submitted 
contributions to the publication; all the contributors deserve commendation 
for their long-term support. 
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A Note of Appreciation 
to Reviewers 

This publication is made possible by the authors and, also, the unheralded 
efforts of the reviewers. This body of technical experts whose dedication, 
sacrifice of time and effort, and collective wisdom in reviewing the papers 
must be acknowledged. The quality level of ASTM publications is a direct 
function of their respected opinions. On behalf of ASTM we acknowledge 
with appreciation their contribution. 
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