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Foreword

The symposium on MiCon 78: Optimization of Processing, Properties,
and Service Performance Through Microstructural Control was held in
Houston, Texas, 3-5 April 1978. Sponsored by Committee E-4 on Metal-
lography of the American Society for Testing and Materials, the sympo-
sium was also cosponsored by The Metallurgical Society of the American
Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petroleum Engineers, the Interna-
tional Metallographic Society, and the Houston Chapter of the American
Society for Metals. Dr. Halle Abrams, Bethlehem Steel Corporation, G.
N. Maniar, Carpenter Technology Corporation, D. A. Nail, Cameron Iron
Works, and Dr. H. D. Solomon, General Electric Company are editors
of this publication.

The success of the First MiCon Symposium, on which this ASTM
special technical publication is based, was the outgrowth of two years of
effort on the part of several individuals and technical societies. The
MiCon Organizing Committee was the driving force behind this undertak-
ing, and thanks are due to members of this committee, in particular to Dr.
Charles Hays, General Chairman of MiCon 78, J. A. Richardson, IMS
Liaison, and J. D. Blanchard, ASM Houston Liaison. Thanks are also due
to P. S. Gupton, ASM Houston Chapter, Dr. A. G. Gray, ASM, J. J.
Palmer, ASTM, R. J. Gray, IMS, and Dr. Kinrad Kundig, TMS/AIME.
Finally, an expression of appreciation goes to Dr. Dan Albrecht, IMS, for
his invaluable help in the formative stage of MiCon.



MiCon symposia are the responsibility of the MiCon Organizing
Committee. The members of the committee for MiCon 78 and their
responsibilities were:

Dr. Halle Abrams, Bethlehem Steel Corporation, Chairman, Steels
Session

James D. Blanchard, Rolled Alloys Inc., ASM Houston Liaison

Dr. William D. Forgeng, Jr., U.S. Steel Corporation, ASTM Commit-
tee E-4 Liaison

Dr. Charles Hays, Dept. of Mechanical Technology, University of
Houston, General Chairman

Gunvant N. Maniar, Carpenter Technology Corporation, Chairman,
High Temperature Alloys Session

Don A. Nail, Cameron Iron Works, Technical Chairman and Organiz-
ing Committee Chairman

James H. Richardson, The Aerospace Corporation, IMS Liaison and
Organizing Committee Secretary

Dr. Harvey D. Solomon, General Electric Company, Chairman, Stain-
less Steels Session and TMS/AIME Liaison

Dr. Martin G. H. Wells, Colt Industries



The MiCon Organizing Committee is deeply appreciative of the support
of MiCon 78 by the following corporations:

AVCO Corporation
Buehler, Ltd.
Cameron Iron Works, Inc.
Carpenter Technology Corp.
Cooper Industries, Cooper Energy Services Division
Deere and Company
General Electric Company,
Corporate Research and Development Center
Houston Lighting and Power
Ladish Company
Shell Development Company
Sun Petroleum Products Company
Universal-Cyclops
Cyclops Corporation
Wyman-Gordon Company
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A Note of Appreciation
to Reviewers

This publication is made possible by the authors and, also, the
unheralded efforts of the reviewers. This body of technical experts whose
dedication, sacrifice of time and effort, and collective wisdom in review-
ing the papers must be acknowledged. The quality level of ASTM
publications is a direct function of their respected opinions. On behalf of
ASTM we acknowledge with appreciation their contribution.
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