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Preface 

SOON AFTER THE OIL POLLUTION ACT of 1990 (OPA 90) became law, the ASTM Committee 
F20 on Hazardous Substances and Oil Spill Response began a major effort to upgrade 
existing standards on oil spill response and develop new ones that would support OPA 
90 and the new public and government emphasis on oil spill response and control. More 
than twenty new standards were developed and many existing standards were revised. 
Some of the more significant of these include the following: 

• Standard Practice for Classifying Water Bodies for Spill Control Systems (F 625-94)— 
This revision of an existing standard established more reasonable, useable guidelines 
that could be used by regulatory agencies. 

• Guideline for the Selection of Booms According to Water Body Classification (F 1523-
94)—This standard provides detailed guidance for the use of containment booms ac­
cording to the spill environment. 

• Standard Guide for Collecting Skimmer Performance Data in Controlled Environ­
ments (F 631-93)—This revised Standard made an important contribution in defining 
oil types to be used in spill response equipment tests according to viscosity. The oil 
viscosity range described in this Standard is much broader and realistic than in the 
previous Standard. 

• Standard for Estimating Oil Spill Recovery System Effectiveness (F 1688-96)—This is 
one of the first system performance related standards that apply to actual oil spill re­
covery operations. 

• Standard Guide for the Selection of Skimmers for Oil Spill Response (F 1778-97)— 
This important new standard defines skimmers according to type and lists selection 
considerations for their use. 

As work progressed on this last Standard, Selection of Skimmers for Oil Spill Re­
sponse, it was recognized that skimmer performance based on government and inde­
pendent tests would be very important to providing the user with cdl the information 
necessary for selecting skimmers for various applications. At first it seemed reasonable 
to assume that a report, or digest, of test information could be an appendix to the Stan­
dard. A preliminary review of test reports showed that there was far more information 
available than could be handled in an appendix, and that it would not be appropriate to 
mcike this information part of an ASTM Standard. 

At this point the F20 Committee began searching for other ways to make test infor­
mation available to the user. The decision was made to produce an ASTM Review de­
scribing skimmer performance based on test results. 

It is intended that the Performance Review of Skimmers will be updated. Already 
there are several, significant new skimmer tests that have been performed, but the re­
sults of these tests have not yet been made public. These results will be incorporated in 
the next edition of the Review. 

The current Review only contains information on oil spill skimmers. It is anticipated 
that future editions will add test information on containment boom, oil/water separa­
tors, pumps, and other oil spill response products. Thus the plan is to periodically up­
date the Review with new information and add new sections so that it will finally cover 
results of all testing of oil spill response equipment. 
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