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 Highlights from October 2009 Atlanta Committee Week

October 2009 Committee Week was one of the best attended meetings for E50.  About 100 people attended throughout the week including the E50 Main Committee meeting and following social.  



The E50.01 Storage Tanks Subcommittee is in the process of developing, WK11080 - New Guide for Standard Guide for Environmentally Sound Management of Underground Storage Tank Systems Storing Hazardous Substances or Petroleum.  There was excellent feedback received on the last ballot which will be incorporated into a new ballot to be conducted prior to the April 2009 meeting in St. Louis.  The Subcommittee is hopeful that the work item will be approved in early summer.
There was also some discussion on potential new items related to tank farm fencing and lighting.  There was also discussion around the possible need for new standards resulting from the EPA and their potential storage tank regulation changes.  This will be discussed again in St. Louis. 

The E50.04 Subcommittee on Corrective Action re-gathered some of the former RBCA team to provide expertise for New Work Item, WK23495 on Green and Sustainable Site Assessment and Cleanup Remediation.  This new work item was brought forth by the EPA Offices, Region 3.


Dennis Rounds, Gwen Eklund, Mark Malander, 
Curt Stanley, Helen Waldorf
During the E50 Main Committee meeting, several awards were presented:
John Worlund was recognized for his steady contributions to the development of standards since the E50 Committee was first formed in 1990.

David Parsonage was recognized for stepping up to fill in the leadership role to get the Forestland standard revised, re-balloted, reviewed, and AAI-compliant! 

Anthony Buonicore was recognized for his outstanding leadership and dedication in the development of E2600, Standard Practice for Assessment of Vapor Intrusion into Structures on Property Involved in Real Estate Transactions.
Several other task groups and committees met in Atlanta as well.  Many of them are also meeting in-between the regular October-April meetings by using the ASTM Webex tool  
Looking to St. Louis
April Committee Week


Meeting locations, schedules, and agendas that have been submitted for St. Louis, as well as minutes from past meetings can be found on the ASTM website at www.astm.org.  

Continuing our ASTM training series during committee week, there will be a one-hour session in St. Louis on handling negative votes.  We are very fortunate to have within E50 a former member of the ASTM Committee on Standards (COS) (Dennis Rounds) and a new member of the ASTM COS Bill Weissman.  Both Dennis and Bill will be on hand in St. Louis for the training to provide their perspectives and to answer questions on the process of handling negatives. 

Be sure to attend the E50 main committee meeting for updates on all subcommittee activities.  Stick around and enjoy the following social, generously sponsored in part by FirstSearch Technology Corporation and Historic Information Gatherers, Inc.


Other Subcommittee Updates 


E50.02 on Commercial Real Estate
The Vapor Intrusion task group expects to issue a main committee concurrent ballot to in early March. At the April St. Louis meeting, the task group will handle any remaining negatives. 

The task group on Energy Performance for Buildings is finalizing their initial draft for WK24707 Building Energy Performance Disclosure and expects to issue a subcommittee ballot in early March. The task group will be handling the first round of negatives in St. Louis.

Continuing Obligations  - The drafting group continues to regularly convene to review the next version of the draft and revised outline. The task group plans to issue a subcommittee ballot in early March and the April St. Louis meeting will be used to address negatives and comments.

Activity Use Limitations -  This Task Group has reformed in order to review and prepare any necessary updates to the standard but it is not expected to be a complete rewrite. Amy Edwards has agreed to be the Task Group leader again andthere will be a brief session in St. Louis to continue the update efforts. 

Phase I Environmental Site Assessments -  The task group was reconvened and held their initial teleconference in January 2010 where different options for revising/reapproving the standard was discussed. for All attendees were asked to submit specific issues by section number prior to a second task group call in February.  The February meeting will lead into the St. Louis meeting with the formation of writing groups and a better picture of the issues that are of interest. The user community is encouraged to provide insight on the use and usability of the E1527 and to balance out all the consultants. 

Phase II Environmental Assessment - Following the Atlanta meeting, a drafting group met several times in November and December and expects to issue a concurrent ballot in early March and the St. Louis meeting will be used to handle the negatives and comments.


D6008 Environmental Baseline Surveys (EBS) & D5746 Standard Classification of Environmental Condition of Property (ECOP) Area Types – A kick-off meeting was held in Atlanta and in St. Louis the task group will continue work on these two documents.  The first step is to get a communications plan in order and then discuss changes to the ECOP standard. The ECOP standard supports the EBS standard and should be revised as needed prior to extensive re-work of the EBS Standard. 
E50.03 on Pollution Prevention/Beneficial Use 
The next E50.03 Subcommittee Meeting will take place in Nashville, TN on Tuesday, March 16.  This meeting is taking place in conjunction with the American Coal Ash Association.  The Subcommittee will be reviewing a proposal to revise E2277, Standard Guide for Design and Construction of Coal Ash Structural Fills and there will also be a discussion on a possible new standard for the disposal of coal ash or coal combustion “residues” (CCRs) 
E50.05 on Risk Management
The E50.05 Subcommittee continues to develop work items related to climate change.  It is expected that the WK21096 Disclosures Related to Climate Change Exposures/Risks will be approved sometime this Spring and WK21808 Climate Change Assessment and Risk Management is on a concurrent ballot now with the negatives and comments being addressed in April in St. Louis.
E50.90 – Executive Subcommittee
The Executive Subcommittee meets at each meeting to discuss strategies on how E50 can attract new members and identify new standards projects. The Executive Subcommittee also handles important administrative functions such as approving travel for key members, organizing and funding the E50 socials and administrating the E50 Awards program to ensure our members are appropriately recognized for their contributions.
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