ASTM D32 Catalyst Committee  

Committee Scope & Sub-committee Descriptions
D-32 activities include the development of standard test methods, classifications, guides, practices and terminology pertaining to catalysts, zeolites and related materials used in their manufacture and the stimulation of related research.  Committee work is coordinated with other ASTM committees and other organizations having similar interests.

D32.01

Subcommittee on Physical-Chemical Properties

Subcommittee D32.01 activities include the development of standard test methods, practices and guides to characterize the physical-chemical properties of catalytic materials and catalyst carriers.  Structural and/or surface measurements using physical/chemical sorption and fluid sorption/displacement techniques are emphasized. The subcommittee currently consists of five Task Groups:

· Task Group 1:  Surface Area and Pore Size Distribution by Gas Physisorption

· Task Group 2:  Pore Size Distribution by Mercury Porosimetry

· Task Group 3:  Metal Dispersion

· Task Group 4:  Structure of Support

· Task Group 6:  Surface Acidity

D32.02 
Subcommittee on Physical-Mechanical Properties
Subcommittee D32.02 activities include the development of standard test methods, practices and guides to characterize the physical-mechanical properties of catalytic materials and catalyst carriers.  Methodologies concentrate on the size, shape, strength/hardness and density of evaluated materials.  The subcommittee currently consists of six Task Groups:

· Task Group 1:  Attrition/Abrasion of Formed Catalysts and Catalyst Carriers

· Task Group 2:  Density Measurements

· Task Group 3:  Single Pellet Crush

· Task Group 4;  Bulk Crush Strength

· Task Group 5:  Particle Size

· Task Group 6:  Attrition/Abrasion of Powdered Catalysts

D32.03 
Subcommittee on Chemical Composition
Subcommittee D32.03 activities include the development of standard test methods, classifications and practices dealing with the chemical composition of catalytic materials.  Chemical and instrumental techniques are employed in the determination of catalyst chemical composition.  Primary focus is on the determination of base and precious metals concentrations.  The subcommittee currently consists of two Task Groups:

· Task Group 1:  Analysis of Precious Metals in Catalysts

· Task Group 2:  Analysis of Base Metal Catalysts

D32.04 
Subcommittee on Catalytic Properties

Subcommittee D32.04 activities include the development of standard test methods, practices and guides dealing with the unique catalytic properties (activity, selectivity, etc.) of catalysts and catalytic materials.  As a direct result of the interests of its active participants, this subcommittee has primarily concentrated on methods with application to fluid catalytic cracking.  However, with the appropriate representation from other business groups, D32.04 scope could be expanded to include development of standards for other important catalytic reactions (hydrogenation, isomerization, etc.) and for non-traditional catalysts, such as supported enzymes, ion exchange resins and the like.   

D32.05 
Subcommittee on Zeolites 

Subcommittee D32.05 activities include the development of standard test methods, classifications and practices dealing with the unique chemical and physical properties of zeolites.  Many of the methods deal with structural and compositional analyses using a range of instrumental techniques based on the thermal and sorption properties of zeolites or zeolite containing materials.  The subcommittee currently consists of three Task Groups:

· Task Group 1:  Crystal Properties

· Task Group 2:  Sorption Properties

· Task Group 3:  Chemical and Thermal Properties

D32.90
 Executive Subcommittee

Subcommittee D32.90 is under the leadership of the D-32 committee chairperson.  Membership includes all Executive members and subcommittee chairpersons.  This subcommittee provides both technical and administrative guidance and direction to the full D-32 membership.  

D32.91
 Editorial Subcommittee 

Subcommittee D32.91 provides editorial assistance as required or requested by the committee.  It operates in "ad hoc" fashion as needed and relies on the expertise of the ASTM Editors and D-32 Staff Manager to provide editorial guidance during the development of standard test methods, practices and guides.

D32.93 
Subcommittee on Statistics & Data Handling 

Subcommittee D32.93 provides advice to active Task Groups on the appropriate application of statistical methods in the collection, analysis, interpretation and presentation of data.  It provides primary guidance in the drafting of precision and bias statements for standard test methods under development by respective Task Groups.

D32.94 
Subcommittee on Awards 

Subcommittee D32.94 recommends award recipients to the committee.  Members of this subcommittee serve as the point of contact for determining the appropriateness of potential recipients and for identifying the specific award to recognize individual contributions in relation to the overall efforts of the committee.

D32.95 
Subcommittee on Arrangements 

Subcommittee D32.95 assists ASTM staff in the preparation and arrangements for committee meetings.  Historically, activities have included identifying "out of meeting" locations for working dinners and recommendation of local sites of interest and spousal arrangements for meeting attendees.

D32.96 
Subcommittee on Long Range Planning and Strategy

Subcommittee D32.96 works primarily with members of the Executive Subcommittee to assist in the development of long-range strategies aimed at improving committee visibility, membership and participation.  It provides guidance in the development of the committee presence on ASTM's Internet website.  Most recently, it has focused on recruitment techniques for improving D-32 technical contributions by increasing participation (both member and non-member) in committee activities. 
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