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Welcome to Kansas City, MO!!!

The great sights and sounds that are uniquely Kansas City make for an unforgettable experience.  There is an excitement building in all corners of the city.  From the recently renovated 18th and Vine Historic District to our sensational new zoo, Kansas City is on the move!
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ASTM is asking committee officers to comment on proposed changes to “Regulations Governing Technical Committees” and “Form & Style . . “  There are two proposed changes.

1) Section 12.4 (RGTC) Main Committee handling of negative votes.  This would permit committees to vote on negatives by letter ballots as an alternate to voting on negatives at meetings.  The reason is that decreasing attendance at meetings of some committees makes it difficult to consider negatives at committee meetings.

2) Section A22 Measurement Uncertainty (F&S).   Committee E11 (Statistics) disagrees with the COTCO proposal.  At issue are the location of the section as a stand alone section or as part of section A21 on Precision & Bias, and whether or not systematic and random measurement errors are to be combined in the test report.  The reason for the changes is combined estimates are required in some areas of laboratory accreditation.

Efficient Building Products Continue to Dominate 

by Mort Sherman

TG C1289 continues to circulate letter ballots intending to update the C16 material specification with new facer-corefoam product combinations as these are found acceptable by users in the thermal insulation marketplace, and with new predictive practices for estimating standard laboratory time-aged thermal resistance characteristics.

The regulatory requirements imposed by governmental agencies, and their economic impact upon marketable thermal insulation products made using alternative blowing agents, continues to complicate there practical entry of some new products in the near term.

Yet these efficient building products continue to dominate in many building envelope applications, as new residential construction responds to low interest rates.
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You Never Know Who May Be Listening . . . 

An elderly man who was very hard of hearing went to his doctor to get fitted for a hearing aid.

With his new aid, his hearing improved 100%.  When he returned to the doctor for his monthly checkup, the doctor asked how the man’s family felt about his new and improved hearing.

The man smiled and replied, “Oh, I haven’t told my family yet.  I just sit around and listen to the conversations.  I’ve changed my will three times!”

Taste of Kansas City

Say “Taste of Kansas City” and most folks think steaks and barbecue.  But to get the full flavor of the area’s ethnic and historical heritage, the city Market is a must-see on any itinerary.

Tucked inside a larger area known as the River Market, the City Market is an expansive outdoor marketplace located north of Downtown at Fifth & Walnut, just off the banks of the Missouri river.  This renovated historic area was essentially the seed from which Kansas City – originally known as the Town of Kansas – got its start.  Pioneers in the mid 1800’s began their overland journeys westward from this jumping off point.  Legends like Jesse James, Doc Holiday, and Wild Bill Hickock were part of the scene, as they played poker at saloons and bars on Main Street running through the area.

While much of the City Market’s Wild West feel has dissipated over the years, this lively outdoor area retains much of its colorful character.

Organically grown peaches picked fresh the night before, colorful works by “undiscovered” artists, unique ethnic cuisine, swingin’ nightclubs, a museum with treasure from a sunken steamboat – they’re all part of the city Market’s year-round, day or night appeal.

Eleven New Work Proposals Introduced by Bill Edmunds

ISO TC Thermal Insulation met in Helsingborg Sweden November 17-23, 2002.  Eleven new work proposals for test methods on loose-fill insulation were introduced by SC1.

These were mostly direct copies of the existing test methods in C16 and were in violation of the ASTM copyright laws.  In the ballot ending January 1, 2003 they were not approved and the proposed work will not proceed further.  The three standards for cellulose loose-fill did not receive adequate ballot response but were voted by SC3 to continue anyway.  There is some question if this work is really wanted or needed by the member countries and this will be discussed at Kansas City.

The MF loose-fill standards have been ready for final ballot for over two years but no action from Geneva as of yet.  Their future is also in question.  Resolution was passed in SC2 to send the CEN version of Cold Pipe Insulation on fast track to an FDIS ISO ballot.

In it’s present form, it meets the objectives of the U.S. manufacturers.

The Conformity Control Standard for site-manufactured loose-fill was challenged by U.S. and Germany as to the need and utility.  Future of this standard is under review by Canada.

There was continued discussion on the need for ISO standards for Industrial Insulation.  The U.S. position is that the ASTM standards are used effectively for trade and new ISO standards are not necessary.  Need again under study by a consultant from the UK.

Next TC 163 meeting will be in the Spring of 2004, site not yet determined.
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  Heads Up From Tim Brooke 

How does a quality expert in China, a businesswoman in Venezuela, a Japanese steel manufacturer, a Brazilian defense contractor, or a U.S. construction engineer locate a draft of a new standard or a revision that is under consideration by an ASTM technical committee?

Naturally, ASTM has always tracked its work items in-house.  The only time however, that a standard in development could be found by the general public on our Web site was when it reached the balloting stage and was posted on ASTM’s Society Review Ballot pages.  This new system will provide for registration of the revisions and new standards upon inception so they may be tracked even before they go to ballot.

ASTM International has a new system designed to track all new work items (new standards and revisions) from their initial inception through balloting and approval.  This will allow all organizations and individuals who use ASTM standards to be made aware of new standards and revisions to existing standards that are under development in their areas of interest.

With this system, all Subcommittee or Task Group Chairmen are asked to register all new work items through a web-based system that is quick and easy to use.  Each revision and new standard ballot item must include a Work Item number.  In order to accomplish this , you are requested to go to the work item registration area on your committee list on the “members only” page on www.astm.org .

Work items will be included on the committee’s web site under “List of Subcommittees and Standards”.  Work items may also be located using a search tool on the ASTM home page.  In addition, a new e-mail advisory service will provide automatic notification to keep stakeholders informed.

Your support of implementation of this new system is most appreciated and will undoubtedly contribute to improved notification to and awareness by all stakeholders of new standards development activities.

Virtual Meeting Training by Tim Brooke
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   I will be conducting a training session on the use of Virtual Meetings.  This tool combines web conferencing with teleconferencing.  I would like to urge you to attend and take advantage of this technology.  A virtual meeting allows participants to view a draft document in Word, discuss it, and make changes to it in real time.  There is no need to wait 6 months for the next face-to-face meeting.  You can do it now.  It also allows the sharing of Power Point presentations, excel files, etc.

Please note that all you need to do to set up a virtual meeting is to give me some possible dates and a list of individual to be on the virtual meeting (add their e-mail address if they are not members of ASTM).  I will take care of the rest.

Kansas City, City of Fountains

Neptune, god of the sea, raises his trident and roars through turbulent waters led by three powerful horses.  A block away, Bacchus, god of wine, looks down from his grapevine-wrapped pedestal upon a captive audience of nymphs and satyrs.

Nearby the beautiful goddess Pomona poses with a cluster of grapes in a sundrenched courtyard.  No, this isn’t Mount Olympus, fabled home of the Greek Gods, it’s Kansas City and these are but a few of the hundreds of majestic fountains that make their home in this mid-western treasure, known as the city of fountains.

It’s not only the number of fountains that makes Kansas City the City of Fountains, but the craftsmanship and presentation of these celebrations of water.

Monday Evening Mold Workshop by Tim Brooke

Mold has emerged as a very important concern for many stakeholder groups that participate on ASTM Technical Committees.  The subject of mold is currently being discussed in various applications amongst the following committees:

· C11 on Gypsum and Related Building Materials and Systems

· C16 on Thermal Insulation

· D22 on Sampling and Analysis of Atmoshpheres

· E06 on Performance of Buildings

· E50 on Environmental Assessment, Risk Management and Corrective Action

Monday April 7, 6 pm – 730 pm

· C16 and E06 Joint Workshop on Mold in Buildings and Housing.

                                                                               Guest Speaker:  Jeff Huddleston
