Summary of Actions by C09.95 Coordination (1986 to present)

December 1987

1) Time tolerances for testing cement and concrete:

"It was agreed that the 2 % tolerance on age requirements for testing concrete as proposed by Mather in his letter of July 17, 1987 should be distributed as suggested policy to all subcommittees with a copy to Committee C1." 

2) Length change calculation (Jan 16, 1998 memo to Subcommittee Chairs from R. Meininger):

"Subcommittee chairman should make sure that any length change measurements included in or referenced in any of their test methods indicate the proper effective gage length to be used in calculating percent length change."

June 1995, Tamping Rod
Tamping Rod  A round straight steel rod 5/8 in. (16 mm) in diameter and approximately 24 in. (610 mm) in length, having the tamping end or both ends rounded to a hemispherical tip, the diameter of which is 5/8 in. (16 mm). Superceded by 4/30/99 action.
Administrative Ballot 4/30/99
1) Tolerances for dimension of tamping rod:

The tamping rod tolerances for length shall be 24 ±4 in. (610 ±100 mm), and for diameter shall be ±1/16 in. (15 ±2 mm).

Combining this with the description of tamping rod approved June 1995:

Tamping Rod  A round straight steel rod 5/8 ±1/16 in. (15 ±2 mm) in diameter and 24 ±4 in. (610 ±100 mm) in length, having the tamping end or both ends rounded to a hemispherical tip, the diameter of which 5/8 ±1/16 in. (15 ±2 mm) . (Intended to apply to nominal 24 in. rod only)
2) Recommended language in Specifications on rejection of material:

x. Rejection
   x.1  The purchaser has the right to reject material that fails to conform to the requirements of this specification. Rejection shall be reported to the producer or supplier in writing.

Administrative Ballot 11/23/99
Precautionary Statement in C-9 standards that involve fresh cementitious mixtures:

1.  Statement to be placed in the text of the standard, in Section 1, as the last sentence of the Safety Caveat:

(WARNING - Fresh hydraulic cementitious mixtures are caustic and may cause chemical burns to skin and tissue upon prolonged exposure.)xx
2.  Language for footnote to be added on page 1:
xxSection on Safety Precautions, Manual of Aggregate and Concrete Testing, Annual Book of ASTM Standards, Vol. 04.02.

Standard Temperature Approved 12/4/01

The standard laboratory temperature to be used in C09 standards is 23.0 (2.0 (C [73.5 (3.5 (F] unless a subcommittee has a specific need for a different target value or for a different tolerance.

ICC Mandatory Language Guidance added 8/2/04

The International Code Council - Code Development Process for the International Codes states: 

“3.6 Referenced Standards: In order for a standard to be considered for reference or to continue to be referenced by the Codes, a standard shall meet the following criteria:

…3.6.2 Standard Content:

1. A standard or portions of a standard intended to been forced shall be written in mandatory language.”

The following guidelines on mandatory language are taken from The International Code Council - A GUIDE TO THE USE OF STANDARDS IN THE ICC INTERNATIONAL CODES:

Guidelines for Terminology in Referenced Standards

The following is a compilation of terms and phrases which are commonly used in the writing of standards. Examples of both "mandatory" and "non-mandatory" language are included. While intended to be comprehensive, this compilation is not all-inclusive.  Words used in the masculine gender include the feminine and neuter; the singular includes the plural and the plural the singular.

Typical "mandatory" terms (including all variations of these terms)

are

is

is capable of

is not intended to prohibit

is not prohibited from

is not required

must

shall

shall not be required

shall not ... unless

shall not ... except where

will

Typical "non-mandatory" terms (including all variations of these terms)

advise

aspire

can

consider

could

chance (on the chance)

desire

encourage

feasible

grant

guide (to act as a guide to the

user) guideline

imply

infer

likely (and the like)

may

maybe

might

ought / ought to

permitted (is permitted)

possible

practice

presume

probable

reasonable

recommend / recommendation

request

should

suggest / suggestion

would

urge
Use of SI Units in C09 Standards added 7/9/2007

C09 combined standards should list SI units first followed by inch-pound units in brackets.

C09 standards that currently have SI units as standard and inch-pound units “for information” should drop the informational units (see H4.1.1.2) or convert to a combined standard. Subcommittees need to decide whether inch-pound units are needed by users in the U.S. If the answer is yes, then a combined standard should be developed.

There are C09 combined standards that do not require inch-pound equivalents of some values. For example, some of chemistry-based standards use volumes in L or mL, which are used for both the SI and inch-pound version. Therefore, the units statement in the scope should include an additional sentence shown below in underline:

Units—The values stated in either SI units or inch-pound units are to be regarded separately as standard. The values stated in each system may not be exact equivalents; therefore, each system shall be used independently of the other. Combining values from the two systems may result in non-conformance with the standard. Some values have only SI units because the inch-pound equivalents are not used in practice.

For those combined standards that have inch-pound units first, it will be necessary to ballot a new units statement if it does not conform to H4.1.2.1 and ballot that the order of the units will be reversed. It will not be necessary, however, to ballot specific reversal of units in the body of the standard, as these will be handled by the editor. Each subcommittee should examine all the SI values that are based on conversions of original inch-pound values and ensure that rationalized SI values are used. If changes are made to SI values, they should be balloted.
June 2008

Unless otherwise technically justified, the standard oven temperature used in C09 standards that contain drying requirements shall be 110 ( 5 deg. C [230 ( 10 deg. F]  

